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 St Michael and All Angels Galleywood 
Sunday 10th May 2026 

 
                 Holy Communion 

6th Sunday of Easter 
Paul in Athens 

 
 
 

 
 
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; 
Sing to the glory of his name! 
Come and see what God has done: 
How awesome are his works! 
Praise our God, all you people; 
Sound aloud his praise: Amen. 
                                                                     
God, our guide and our protector, 
as we gather today in your holy house, 
open our minds and souls and hearts, 
that we may be inclined to hear the gentle direction 
of your spirit in our lives. 
Help us follow you as you lead us 
to the land you have created for us, 
where we may dwell with you and in you. Amen. 
 
MP 708 
 
To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 
so loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let 1the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
and give Him the glory, great things He hath done. 
 
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  
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Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.  

Fanny J Crosby 
 
MP 613 
 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

Daniel Iverson 
Confession  
 
Almighty God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you:  
for we have denied your saving presence in our lives,  
and we have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Come to us in the fire of your love, 
and set our minds on the things of the Spirit,  
That we may bear his fruit in love and joy and peace;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
Absolution 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with heartfelt repentance and true faith turn to him: 
have mercy on us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Collect – 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
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and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Prayer for Sonlight as they leave 
  
1st Reading - Acts 1722-34 

 
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: ‘People of 
Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar 
with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very 
thing you worship – and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 ‘The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is 
not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he 
made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their 
lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 “For in him we 
live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, 
“We are his offspring.” 
29 ‘Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the 
divine being is like gold or silver or stone – an image made by human 
design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he 
will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given 
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.’ 
32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them 
sneered, but others said, ‘We want to hear you again on this subject.’ 33 At 
that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the people became followers of Paul 
and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, 
also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 
 
2nd Reading – John 1415-21  
 
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 
 
15 ‘If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for ever – 17 the 
Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I 
will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 
live. 20 On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, 
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and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 
will love them and show myself to them.’ 
 
 This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
Sermon         
  
Hymn MP 982 
 
Far and near hear the call 
Worship him, Lord of all; 
Families of nations come, 
Celebrate what God has done 
 
Deep and wide is the love, 
Heaven sent from above; 
God's own Son for sinners died, 
Rose again, He is alive 
 
Say it loud, say it strong, 
Tell the world what God has done, 
Say it loud, praise His name 
Let the earth rejoice for the Lord reigns 
 
At His name let praise begin, 
Oceans roar, nature sing, 
For He comes to judge the earth 
In righteousness and in His truth. 
 
Affirmation of faith  
 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
 
Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing.  
Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high,  
and given him the name above every name:  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 
The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
May the peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let’s offer to each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Hymn MP 590 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God  
And his righteousness,  
And all these things shall be added unto you,  
Allelu, Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Allelu, Alleluia! 
 
Man shall not live by bread alone,  
But by every word  
That proceeds from the mouth of God,  
Allelu, Alleluia! 
 
Ask and it shall be given unto you,  
Seek and ye shall find.  
Knock and it shall be opened unto you,  
Allelu, Alleluia! 

 Karen Lafferty 
 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for our Offerings 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here.  
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 



 6 

 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy… 
…for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father…           …Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest … 
…in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of bread 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Receiving Communion 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
(a prayer that can be said by those unable to receive the bread and wine 
because they are watching at home) 
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Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Hymns during Communion 
 
1157 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 
Slain for us: and we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of peace 
Around the table of the King. 
 
The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Torn for you: eat and remember 
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 
Paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King. 
 
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin 
Shed for you: drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King. 
 
And so with thankfulness and faith 
We rise to respond and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
As His body here on earth. 
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As we share in His suffering 
We proclaim: Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven 
Around the table of the King. 

Keith &  Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townen 
 
MP 995 – Jesus Christ I think upon your sacrifice 

Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice, 
You became nothing, poured out to death. 
Many times I’ve wondered at Your gift of life, 
And I’m in that place once again. 
And I’m in that place once again. 
 
And once again I look upon 
The cross where You died, 
I’m humbled by Your mercy 
And I’m broken inside. 
Once again I thank You, 
Once again I pour out my life. 
 
Now You are exalted to the highest place, 
King of the heavens, where one day I’ll bow. 
But for now, I marvel at this saving grace, 
And I’m full of praise once again. 
I’m full of praise once again. 
 
Thank You for the cross, 
Thank You for the cross, 
Thank You for the cross, my Friend. 
(Repeat)  

Matt Redman 
 
MP 1126 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God: 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
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Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all!  

Isaac Watts. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion  
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
Notices and family news 
 
 
MP 449 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown; 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into every troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 
Let us find Thy promised rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty to deliver; 
Let us all Thy grace receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
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Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory 
Till in Heav'n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Charles Wesley 

 
Blessing 
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