St Michael and All Angels Galleywood
Sunday 18th November

Service of the Word

Safeguarding

Welcome

Introduction

A call to worship

We will say to the Lord “"You are my safe and strong place,
my God, in whom | trust.” (Psalm 91:2)

As we gather to worship today,

let us remember that we serve a God of love,

who calls us to love one another as he first loved us.

Opening prayer

Compassionate God, our refuge and strength,

defender of the weak, the weary, and the oppressed,

we come to you with humble and thankful hearts.

As your children, you call us to be like you,

to speak up for the rights of all who are vulnerable.

Help us as we strive to be a place of safety for all,

May we listen to those who are hurting, learn from Jesus’ example,
and love one another as you first loved us.

Amen

Hymn MP 162

From Heaven, You came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled

Not to be served but to serve

And give Your life that we might live



Chorus

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

There in the garden of tears

My heavy load he chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn

"Yet not My will but Yours", He said

Come see His hands and His feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone Him
Each other's needs to prefer
For it is Christ we're serving.

MP 1

A new commandment | give unto you,

that you love one another as | have loved you,
that you love one another as | have loved you.
By this shall all know that you are my disciples,
if you have love one for another;

by this shall all know that you are my disciples:
if you have love one for another.

MP 1201

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Graham Kendrick

Roy Crabtree



Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Bernadette Farrell



Confession

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.

You made your church to be place of safety and refuge,
yet people have been hurt and harmed.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy

You call your church be a voice for the voiceless and the oppressed,
yet we have remained silent and not spoken out about injustice.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy

You send your church to be an example of love to the world,

yet we have been selfish and not shown love to those who are hurting.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy

Absolution

Almighty God,

who in Jesus Christ gave us the perfect example of love and compassion
forgive us our sins,

open our eyes to your truth,

open our hearts to your justice

strengthen us to do your will,

and make us, your church, a place of safety and refuge for all,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

Dear God,

Help us to be a church that:

Loves, welcomes, protects.

Listens, learns, serves.

Repents, restores, transforms.

Values, cares, believes.

God of Justice and compassion, hear our prayer.
Help us, heal us, guide us, we pray.

In Jesus name.

Amen

Prayer for Sonlight/Mega as they leave



Update - Safeguarding
Hymn 1261

Brother, sister let me serve you.
Let me be as Christ to you;

pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
Fellow travellers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

| will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear;

| will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

| will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
| will share your joy and sorrow

‘till we've seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.

Brother, sister let me serve you.
Let me be as Christ to you;

pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

1stReading - James 2 1424

Faith and Deeds

Richard A. M. Gillard

4 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith
but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? '°* Suppose a brother or a
sister is without clothes and daily food. 1 If one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not

accompanied by action, is dead.



18 But someone will say, “You have faith; | have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by my
deeds. ° You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe
that—and shudder.

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is
useless 2 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his
actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he
did. 2 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and
it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s

friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and
not by faith alone.

23 |n the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous
for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a
different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
deeds is dead.

2"9 reading - 1John 316-24

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for

us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. ' If
anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? '® Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

9 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our
hearts at rest in his presence: %° If our hearts condemn us, we know that
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 2! Dear friends, if
our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and
receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do
what pleases him. 2> And this is his command: to believe in the name of his
Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 2 The
one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Sermon
Hymn : MP 760

When we walk with the Lord

In the light of his word,

What a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will,



He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey!

Trust and obey!

For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise,

Not a cloud in the skies,

But his smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt nor a fear,

Not a sigh nor a tear,

Can abide while we trust and obey!

Not a burden we bear,

Not a sorrow we share,

But our toil he doth richly repay:
Not a grief nor a loss,

Not a frown nor a cross,

But is blessed if we trust and obey!

But we never can prove
The delights of his love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favour he shows,
And the joy he bestows,

Are for those who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship sweet

We will sit at his feet,

Or we'll walk by his side in the way;
What he says we will do,

Where he sends we will go;

Never fear, only trust and obey!

Thanksgiving for our Offerings
Affirmation of faith

Let us declare our faith in God:

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

John Henry Sammis.



We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven,

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Notices and family news

Hymn: MP 1262

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation's grand design;

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness,
Who walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith our fathers roamed the earth

With the power of His promise in their hearts;
Of a holy city built by God's own hand

A place where peace and justice reigns.

We will stand as children of the promise,

We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul's reward.
'Til the race is finished and the work is done,
We'll walk by faith and not by sigh.t



By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death,
And rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith the church was called to go

In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost,

To deliver captives and to preach good news
In every corner of the earth.

We will stand as children of the promise,

We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward.
'Til the race is finished and the work is done,
We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the power of the gospel shall prevail.
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name.

We will stand as children of the promise,

We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward
'Til the race is finished and the work is done
We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

Oh, we will stand as children of the promise,
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward.
'Til the race is finished and the work is done,
We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend, Kristyn Getty.
Closing Prayer
Let us say together

Lord, help us be people that demonstrate our faith through the way we
love and care for one another.

Give us grace as we work to make our church a safe place for all.

Help us have the courage to follow Christ’s example and to love as he
first loved us.

Amen.



Blessing
“‘May the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every
way. The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thessalonians 3:16)
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