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St. Michael’s Church Galleywood

God calls us to:


-

Show
 the love of Jesus






















-

Share  His word with everyone








       - 
    Grow together as His family


18 December 2011 
Dear Friends,

Thank you for coming to our Nativity or Carol Service today.  I hope you enjoyed it, and I hope you can come to other Christmas events at St Michael’s this year, including our Christmas Eve “messy Church” event at 4pm, our Christmas Eve communion at 11pm and our Christmas Day Celebration for all ages at 10.30am.

I hope you don’t mind, but I’m taking this opportunity to write to you about our evening services in the New Year.  If we’re honest, our evening services haven’t been well-attended over the past few years, and we’re trying to do something about that by offering three things: consistency, a chance to learn, and something at 7 on Sundays.

1.  Consistency.  We think one reason we may have put people off our evening services might be that we keep changing them about!  So in 2012, from January 8 till further notice, at 5.30pm

· we’ll have a standard Holy Communion every first Sunday, 
· we’ll have standard evening worship, from our traditional card, every second, third and fifth Sunday, and
· we’ll have a “Songs of Praise” service every fourth Sunday in which we share tea and cakes from 5pm and then members of the congregation choose their favourite hymns – and tell us why they’re special to them!  
For the time being, the musical style will be a roughly equal blend of classics (from before the 1970s) and more recent songs.  One service of evening worship you’ll particularly appreciate will be our very first of the New Year on January 8, when a representative from SASRA (a charity working with the armed forces) will be our guest speaker – expect to sing “Glory, glory, alleluia!” and “Onward Christian Soldiers” till you’re blue in the face! 
2.  A Chance to Learn.  We’re excited to present the “Year of Mark”.  Starting on January 15 and working right through to the end of the book and the end of 2012, we’ll be following Mark’s Gospel, the first account we have of Jesus’ life, chapter by chapter, and discovering who Jesus is, what he did and what he said.   

3.  Something New.  At 7pm on January 15 we’ll be launching a new weekly chance for a new generation to learn some new songs and enjoy worshipping together, jamming, having fun together and exploring drama.  It’s not a service (at least not yet), we don’t even have a name for it yet, and it’s hard to predict how it will turn out, but in time we dream of combining this approach and evening worship – at least some of the time.  Why not come along and be part of it, especially if you’re under 40!  (I don’t quite qualify but I’ll be coming anyway).
I look forward to seeing you at our evening services in the New Year; meanwhile, may I wish you a very happy Christmas.

Best wishes,

Andy Griffiths and Stephanie Gillingham
on behalf of the evening service team: Anne Gardner, Stephanie Gillingham, Andy Griffiths, Jane Harpur, Beryl Moss and Howard Smith.
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